Minutes from the 2002 WFBL Winter Talks:

When: Saturday, February 9, 2002, 10:30am-12:30pm

Host: Chip Kiel - Owner, The World Champion Ellicott City Black Sox

Presiding: The Honorable Adam Brake - Commissioner and Owner, Power

Rangers

Owners present:

Thomas Lipps - Vice Commissioner and Owner, Raleigh Middle Fingers

Chris Burkett - Owner, Hickory Scorpions

Matthew Burkett - Owner, Ball Hawks

Mike Rudd - Owner, Pittsburgh Brahma Bulls

Not present:

Bruce King - Co-owner, Kalamazoo Green Knights

Zach Kirby - Co-Owner, Kalamazoo Green Knights

Chuck Scruggs - Owner, Clemmons Cougars

Ricky Thomas - Owner, Silver Creek Skull Crushers

Don Hunnicutt - Owner, Apex Alleycats

Owners leaving league:

Bo Hobbs - Owner, Longball Lobos

Chuck Scruggs - Owner, Clemmons Cougars

Bryan Wilkins - Owner, Burlington Bandits

Agenda and Business Items, as presented by Adam Brake, Commissioner:

1. The trophy was messed up by engraver.  Will be redone.

2. Commissioner software now $100.  Vote to keep unanimous.

3. Rudd to order draft kit this year.  Draft at Matt's house this year.  

   Vote to use draft kit unanimous.

4. Proposed draft date is March 23.  The next weekend is Easter.  Vote

is 

   unanimous.

5. Protection lists due Friday midnight March 15.

6. Proposal to do the draft at night.  Say 4-5pm.  Will e-mail league

for 

   final vote.

7. Sunday game this year.  Vote 5-1 to include Sunday night.

8. Minor league draft lists due April 19 at midnight.  Reverse of

regular 

   draft order.  Draft held next day.

9. Free agent deadline is August 26 (Monday noon).

10. Roster expansion monday before free agent deadline.

11. Trade deadline is same free agent dateline.

12. 3 teams not returning.  Candidates are:


- Someone Ricky had last year.


- Jeff Lindsay


- Bo could return in emergency.


- **Jaelon Beakley (Matt's co-worker)


- Clay Lowman (Chip called, said no.)


- Buzz, Buzz, Buzz


- **Cory Tomford (Mike's friend)


- *Brian Kennicott


Unanimous for Jaelon and Cory.  Will talk to Brian.

13. Franchise assignments (leaving Lobos out in case Bo comes back):


Jaelon - Clemmons Cougars


Cory -   Burlington Bandits, have been renamed Silicone Twins

14. Division names will remain the same.  Proposed using old coaches

names.

15. Lower salary cap to $260 - Vote no 4-2.

16. Price guide controversy - look for next year.  Use Rotowire?  

    Something that fits our league better.

17. Schedules for summer talks - Baltimore, Atlanta, Pittsburgh???

18. Minor league roster rules same - unanimous.

19. A reminder that the three-year player protection limit went into

    effect four years ago.  Players with three years having been

protected,

    and therefore ineligible to be protected by virtue of still being 

on

the

    same team are:

    
Apex Alleycats: none

    
Ball Hawks: none

    
Clemmons Cougars: none

    
Ellicott City Black Sox: none

    
Hickory Scorpions: none

    
Kalamazoo Green Knights: none

    
Longball Lobos: Manny Ramirez, Andy Pettitte

    
Pittsburgh Brahma Bulls: none

    
Power Rangers: none

    
Raleigh Middle Fingers: Mark McGwire

    
Silicone Twins: none

    
Silver Creek Skull Crushers: none

    Players with two years having been protected, and subject to a 

third

    year by virtue of still being on the same team are:

    
Apex Alleycats: Andruw Jones

    
Ball Hawks: Sean Casey

    
Clemmons Cougars: none

    
Ellicott City Black Sox: Randy Johnson

    
Hickory Scorpions: Vladimir Guerrero

    
Kalamazoo Green Knights: Mike Piazza

    
Longball Lobos: none

    
Pittsburgh Brahma Bulls: none

    
Power Rangers: Jason Kendall

    
Raleigh Middle Fingers: Roberto Alomar

    
Silicone Twins: Pat Hentgen

    
Silver Creek Skull Crushers: Greg Maddux

    Players with one year having been protected, and subject to a 

second 

    year by virtue of still being on the same team are:

    
Apex Alleycats: Rafael Furcal, Kerry Wood, Sidney Ponson

    
Ball Hawks: Scott Rolen, Miguel Tejada, Chan Ho Park

    
Clemmons Cougars: Carlos Delgado

    
Ellicott City Black Sox: Jeff Kent, Luis Gonzalez, Kurt Ainsworth

    
Hickory Scorpions: none

    
Kalamazoo Green Knights: Tom Glavine

    
Longball Lobos: Andy Pettitte, Alfonzo Soriano

    
Pittsburgh Brahma Bulls: Brian Giles

    
Power Rangers: Derek Jeter, Jason Giambi, Juan Pierre

    
Raleigh Middle Fingers: Sammy Sosa, Ken Griffey, Jr.

    
Silicone Twins: Nomar Garciaparra, Troy Glaus, Raul Mondesi, Carl 



Everett


Silver Creek Skull Crushers: Ivan Rodriguez, Carlos Lee

20. Contracts - no, needs work.

21. Position eligibility for pitchers?  10 starts or relief appearances 

    makes the pitcher a "pure" starter or reliever.

22. Relief pitchers points are too much compared to starters, but so 

are 

    prices.  Drop saves and holds by one point.  7 for saves, 4 for

holds.

23. Protection tiers for this season:

    $110:


Ellicott City Black Sox (21-3)*


Power Rangers (18-6)


Pittsburgh Brahma Bulls (15-9)


Kalamazoo Green Knights (14-10)

    $125:


Silver Creek Skull Crushers (14-10)


Hickory Scorpions (13-11)


Longball Lobos (12-12)


Ball Hawks (11-13)

    $140:


Raleigh Middle Fingers (10-14)


Apex Allycats (7-17)


Burlington Bandits (5-19)


Clemmons Cougars (4-20)

24. Protection tiers - propose 2 tiers for next season.  Those that 

make 

    playoffs and those that don't.  Approved 5-1.

    $110 and $130 for next year - unanimous.  Weighted 

    lottery: 2 for $110 tier and 4 for $130 tier - 5-1.

25. Backup plan for draft if owners can't make it:

    Rules committee will decide what to do.

26. Keep player pickup restriction rules - 5-1.

27. The votes for Commissioner and Vice-Commissioner were unanimous:

    Adam Brake - Commissioner

    Thomas Lipps - Vice-Commissioner

28. Rules committee eligibility: must attend Winter Talks - unanimous.

29. The votes for Rules Committee members were unanimous: 

    Mike Rudd, Chris Burkett, and Chip Kiel

30. Waivers - use Commissioner software?  Yes - unanimous.

31. League dues - raise to $40?  - unanimous.

32. Propose to make 4th place at least has dues paid for following 

year.

33. Commissioner's fees - from free to half price.

34. Checks were presented to the following finishers from the 2001

    season:

    4th place - Bruce King ($32) [not present]

    3rd place - Adam Brake ($48)

    2nd place - Mike Rudd  ($80)

    1st place - Chip Kiel  ($160)

35. The WFBL league trophy was presented to the 2001 WFBL Champions,

    the Ellicott City Black Sox (Chip Kiel accepting).

36. Draft order:

Division:


1. Ball Hawks

1


2. Raleigh

2


3. *Power Rangers
Amato


4. Hickory

3


5. Clemmons

1


6. Silicone

2


7. Pittsburgh

3


8. Apex


1


9. Longball

2


10. Silver Creek
3


11. *Ellicott City
Sendek


12. *Kalamazoo

Avent

   *2001 WFBL Division Champions

37. Divisions numbers randomly drawn:


1 = Avent


2 = Amato


3 = Sendek

Based on the lottery, as selected by the owners, the following

divisional alignment will be used for the 2002 WFBL season.  Note that

division champions from the previous season have been returned to their

respective division so as they may "defend" their divisional

championship:

3-division format:

SENDEK DIVISION

===============

*Ellicott City Black Sox

 Hickory Scorpions

 Pittsburgh Brahma Bulls

 Silver Creek Skull Crushers

AMATO DIVISION

===============

*Power Rangers

 Raleigh Middle Fingers

 Silicone Twins

 Longball Lobos

AVENT DIVISION

==============

*Kalamazoo Green Knights

 Ball Hawks

 Clemmons Cougars

 Apex Alleycats

*2001 WFBL Division Champions

